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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 

 

 

 
March 16, 2017 

 
 

TO:   Board of Supervisors’ Unincorporated Services Committee 

 
FROM:   Medical Cannabis Interdepartmental Work Group 

 

MEETING DATE:  March 22, 2017 

 
SUBJECT:  Proposed Medical Cannabis Dispensary and Cultivation Ordinances  

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Staff presented the original version of the proposed draft medical cannabis dispensary and cultivation ordinances 
at your September 28, 2016 meeting. Since your September meeting, many public meetings have been held 

throughout the unincorporated county to discuss the draft ordinances; and the Board Transportation and Planning 

Committee has continued to provide direction on the contents of the ordinances. As a result of this input, the 

proposed ordinances have continued to evolve. The revised draft ordinances attached to this memo incorporate the 
public comments staff has received which correct technical errors or do not change the substance of the 

ordinances, and also reflect policy direction received from the Board Transportation and Planning Committee. 

The purpose of this update is to inform you of the status of the draft ordinances and request your input. 
 

DISCUSSION/SUMMARY 

 

Revisions to the Dispensary Ordinances 

 

The revised dispensary ordinances attached to this memo include the following changes: 

 
Dispensary Ordinance – Title 6 (See Attachment A) 

 

Number and Distribution of Dispensaries  

 Section 6.108.030.D: revised the number of dispensaries to be allowed in the unincorporated county to 

five dispensaries in total:  

o three in West County: two existing dispensaries and one proposed at Fairmont Campus or at an 

alternative location to be determined if the Fairmont option does not proceed; no more than two 

dispensaries would be allowed in either of the two areas shown on the revised Exhibit A (See below) 
o two in East County, subject to an RFP process  

 

 Exhibit A:  The existing dispensary ordinance allows one dispensary in each of the three areas shown on 

the map in Exhibit A of the existing ordinance (Chapter 6.108 of the County General Code). Supervisor 
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Miley directed staff to replace the three areas delineated on the existing map with the boundaries of the 

Eden General Plan and Castro Valley General Plan areas. With these changes, Areas 1 and 2 on the 
existing map will be combined into a new Area 1, and Area 3 will be renamed Area 2. The Fairmont 

Campus will also be added to the new Area 2 (See attached revised map).  

 

Buffers from Sensitive Uses 

 Section 6.108.030.E: maintained the 1000 foot buffer from sensitive uses in the existing County Code 

(i.e. does not reduce the buffer to 600 feet as stated in the earlier draft ordinance) 

 

Inventory Limit 

 Section 6.108.120.A.4: changed the limit on inventory at a dispensary from maximum 20 pounds to 

maximum 100 pounds 

 

Proposition 47 

 Sections 6.108.100.A.4, 6.100.120.A.12, and 6.108.125A.10: deleted the exclusion of individuals with 

Prop 47 reclassified drug violations from employment/licensure 

 

On-site Ingestion 

 Section 6.108.120.A.5:  changed to allow limited testing of product on site, but only by management as 

necessary for business operations.  
 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments for Dispensaries – Title 17 (See Attachment B)  

 
Dispensary Locations 

 Section 17.06.040.R:  removed requirement that dispensaries conditionally permitted in the Agricultural 

district be accessory to a permitted cannabis cultivation operation. 

  

 Section 17.17.040.A:  removed a proposal from the previous version regarding Industrial zoning districts 

such that dispensaries will be conditionally permitted in Agricultural and specified Commercial districts 

only and will not be permitted in Industrial or Residential districts. 

 

Revisions to the Cultivation Ordinances 
 

The revised cultivation ordinances attached to this memo include the following changes: 

 
Pilot Cultivation Ordinance – Title 6 (See Attachment C) 

 

Number of Cultivation Sites 

 Section 6.106.030:  added two potential cultivation sites to the proposed pilot program, for a total of four 

sites: 

o Up to two permitted dispensaries in good standing will be eligible for pilot cultivation permit. 

o Up to two cultivators may be selected through a solicitation process similar to that being used for 

dispensaries. 
 

Proposition 47 

 Sections 6.106.060.B.3: deleted the exclusion of individuals with Prop 47 reclassified drug violations 

from employment/licensure 
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Zoning Ordinance Amendments for Cultivation – Title 17 (See Attachment D) 

 
Cultivation Site Locations 

 Section 17.52.585.A:  removed a proposal from the previous version regarding Industrial zoning districts 

such that cultivation will be conditionally permitted in the Agricultural zoning district only and will not 

be permitted in Industrial, Commercial, or Residential districts. 

 
Buffers from Sensitive Uses 

 Section 17.52.585.C.9.c:  changed the 600 foot buffer from sensitive uses in the earlier draft ordinance to 

1000 feet.  

 

February 27
th

 Castro Valley Municipal Advisory Council 

 

Staff presented the original version of the proposed draft medical cannabis dispensary and cultivation ordinances 
to the Castro Valley MAC at its October 24th, 2016 meeting. At that meeting, the MAC voted to recommend 

several changes to the draft ordinances. At the February 27th, 2017 MAC meeting, staff presented the most recent 

versions of the proposed ordinances. The Council adopted a motion recommending the following changes: 

 

 No additional dispensaries should be allowed in West County beyond the two existing dispensaries.  

 No dispensaries should be allowed in rural areas. 

 Dispensaries and cultivation sites should not be located on the same property. 

 The sale of edibles should be prohibited until state standards on potency are in place. 

 Individuals with Prop 47 reclassified drug violations within the last 10 years should be excluded from 

employment/licensure at a cannabis facility, as individuals who have been convicted of a felony within 

the last ten years are.  

 Any funds raised through a future tax on cannabis facilities should be given to the Sheriff’s Office. 

 No testing or ingestion of product should be allowed on the premises of any dispensary or cultivation site.  

 The boundaries of Areas 1-3 depicted on Exhibit A of the existing ordinance should not be changed. 

 Any performance standards developed by the planning director under Section 17.52.585 of the proposed 

ordinance amending the County Zoning Ordinance to implement the pilot cultivation program should be 
reviewed by the public. 

 No more than four cultivation sites should be allowed in the unincorporated area.  

 

March 16
th

 San Lorenzo Village Homes Association Meeting  
  

Staff is scheduled to present an update on the status of the draft medical cannabis dispensary and cultivation 

ordinances to the San Lorenzo Village Homes Association at their March 16th meeting. Staff will report on the 

outcome of the March 16th meeting at your Committee’s March 22nd meeting. At their September 15, 2016 
meeting, the Homes Association Board adopted a motion to emphatically oppose the ordinances due to the 

potential for negative impacts on law enforcement resources, the potential for increased crime, and a lack of 

economic benefit to the community. 
 

March 20
th

 Planning Commission Meeting 

 
On March 20th, the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to discuss and take public comment on the 

proposed medical cannabis ordinances and the Initial Study/draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for 

the proposed ordinances. Staff will report on the outcome of the March 20th Commission meeting at your 

Committee’s March 22nd meeting. 
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California Environmental Quality Act  

 
A Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (NOIA) and an Initial Study/draft Mitigated 

Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the proposed Medical Cannabis Ordinances was released on March 7, 2017 

for a 21-day public review period ending March 27, 2017. The NOIA and IS/MND can be accessed on the County 

website at: http://www.acgov.org/cda/planning/landuseprojects/medical-cannabis.htm. 
 

The IS/MND identifies Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions impacts as potentially significant, 

but less than significant with mitigation. The proposed mitigation measure would require an applicant for a 
medical cannabis cultivation site to employ as many energy reduction measures as necessary at the proposed 

facility to achieve GHG emissions levels below the specified significance threshold level. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

 

Project Timeline 

 
A tentative meeting schedule for the completion of the public process for the approval of the draft dispensary and 

cultivation ordinances is provided below. The public meeting schedule, including times and locations, is available 

on the County website at:  http://www.acgov.org/cda/planning/landuseprojects/medical-cannabis.htm. This 
webpage also provides a list of past meetings and links to presentations and written materials from those 

meetings. The ordinances will go into effect 30 days after the Board takes action at the second reading of the 

ordinances.  
 

April 3, 2017 Planning Commission – Action 

 

April 25, 2017 Board of Supervisors - First Reading 
 

May 9, 2017 Board of Supervisors - Second Reading 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

 Attachment A – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 6.108 of the Alameda County General Code to 

Regulate Medical Marijuana Dispensaries, to Permit and Regulate the Delivery of Medical Cannabis in 
the Unincorporated Area of Alameda County, and to Regulate the Sale, Dispensing and Delivery of 

Edibles 

 Attachment B – An Ordinance Amending Title 17 of the Alameda County General Code to Conditionally 
Permit Medical Cannabis Dispensaries in Specified Districts within the Unincorporated Area of Alameda 

County 

 Attachment C – An Ordinance Adding Chapter 6.106 to the Alameda County General Code to Implement 
a Pilot Program Authorizing and Regulating the Cultivation of Medical Cannabis in the Unincorporated 

Area of Alameda County 

 Attachment D – An Ordinance Amending Title 17 of the Alameda County General Code to Implement a 

Pilot Program Authorizing and Regulating the Cultivation of Medical Cannabis in the Unincorporated 
Area of Alameda County 

 Attachment E – Performance Standards and Standard Conditions for Pilot Program Cultivation Sites.  

 Existing Exhibit A (map from existing dispensary ordinance) 
 Revised Exhibit A (map from proposed dispensary ordinance) 

http://www.acgov.org/cda/planning/landuseprojects/medical-cannabis.htm
http://www.acgov.org/cda/planning/landuseprojects/medical-cannabis.htm
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